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Fand NETHERLANDS. 


„ ſeveral Lr ERS from the Reverend Mr Hugh 
Kennedy Miniſter of the Golpel in the Scots Con- 
Sregation at Roterdum, To ſome of his Corre- 
ſpondents i in Scotland and at London. 


In the Epiſtle to the Reader, there are ſome ſeaſonable Ob- 
ſervations relating to the Uſe and Importance of ſuch 
ACCOUNTS, and to Experience and Ms WE 
_ Chriſtianity. 


Jer. xxili. 28, 29. What 7s the Chaff to the Wheat, faith 
the Lord? Is not my Word like a Fire, faith the Lord? 
And as a Hammer that breaketh the Rock in pieces ? 
If. .xv. 1. I am ſought of them that aſked not for me, I am found 
ff them that ſought me not: T ſaid, Bebold me, behola lie, 
unio a Nation tbat i is not called by my Name. 
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. E fiſt of t my dunks here ei and rechnen 
ed to your ſerious Conſideration, was publiſhed in 


Fn December 1750: And the ſecond in March 17 51. 
T be, rſt is ſold off, and Copies of it ſcarcely to be found. 


Veſe two, and the Leiter daied 14 April, 1752, were 


read publicly to a numerous Company of Chriſtians, purpoſely 


met together at one of their appointed Seaſons, for learning 


 *vhat concerns the Succeſs of real (not merely nominal) Chri- 
ſtianiiy, in any al of our 0wn Nand, or up and down the 
World. 


This made many who 175 Jeſus about London, 70 288 
more of this bleſſed Wor of the Holy Ghoſt than they had be- 
fore heard of, and ſeveral to defire Copies of that Letter. 


And ſometime after, the ſame Correſpondent of My. Kenne- 


dy's at London, to whom that Letter was diręcted, recei- 


ved alſo his other Letter, dated the 4th of July. And theſe 


our bring the ſhort Account of this moſt gracious and adora- 
ble Work of God down to that Time. 
Where any of them do not relate Fats, the Obſervations 


and Reaſonings on the Facts that are related, may be of great 
Uſe to you. O that all may ſink-into your Heart! 


Little Ornaments of Language and ſuch lite, are not ſtu- 
died in Letters between familiar Acquaintance, wrote with- 


out any View of printing them. Neither are theſe worth your 


looking for, where your being excited to lay hold on our God 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt and your Edification in him, is aim 
ed at. And it is the only End of this Publication. Come, 


O come Lord Jeſus ! 


Such Actounts are ſenſible real Proofs, that even in this 


eur Day, God Goes in very deed dwell with Men on the 


A 2 Farth, 


*F To TAE READER. 7 
Earth, 2 Chron..vi. 18. and that Feſus is ſtill our Emanuel, 
God 261th us, Mat. 1.-24. Aud when they are of People of 
different Countries and Languages, they further advance and 
' foread the Glory of God, and as it wert double every Inſtance 
of it. They ſhew us that God is glorified in his Saints with 
hem uc among us, and every where admired in all them 
that believe, as he will completely be in all his People toge- 
' ther at bis glorious ſecond coming, 2 Theſſ. i. 10. And the 
Work being in the main the ſame in all Places and different 
Nations ſhows that it is not a Contrivance of ee Men, 
nor from the particular Mbim or Cuſtom of this or the other 
People, proceeding from. any of their ſeveral Conſtitutions, 
Tempers, Educations, Situations or Events that have happened 
to them, but every where from the ſame bleſſed Hand and 
Author. "5 3 . 
Fibe Chriſtians in the primitive Times had not known bo 
the Goſpel did wonderfully ſpread in other Countries beſide 
their own, they could not have had nor tranſmitted to us that 
Confirmation of their and our Faith, from the aſtoniſhing Pro- 
pagation thereof, in the'midſt of ſo many and great Oppoſitions 
of every ſort, that render'd it impoſſible to all but to the Al- 
mighty. And the Argument is the ſame now in our backſliden, 
impious and profligate Times (as alas! it is in all Countries) 
from the wonderful Revival of the Life and Power of God- 
lineſs in ſo many-different Lande. But then to know this Ar- 
ument and feel the Force of it, wwe muſt by ſuch Accounts be 
informed of the Facts of theſe Revivals; and no doubt the 
better, the more particularly, Ent 
Such Accounts are indeed Accounts of Experiences, which, 
next to the Bible, are among ihe richeſt Treaſurcs of the Peo- 
ple and Church of Chriſt, Nothing does more /ignally ſbr eu 
the Fulfilment of the Scriptures, to the Senſe of the moſt plain 
6nd illiterate as well as of the learned real Chriſtian, No- 
thing but the Scripture itſelf is @ better Commentary en the 
Paſſages concerning Salvation and the Chriſtian Life. Nor 
i there a better and more ſenſible Proof of the Truth and 
Realily of the Chriſtian Religion. | 
And in ſuch bleſſed Days as we ſee and hear of, when God 
Heds forth bis Spirit abundantly from one end of a Land to 
8 T3 5 : the 
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2 Degrees and ſorts of People (as bath been in Scotland 
and England, and I hope in ſome Parts of Ireland, and moſt 
Agnally in the Britiſh Colonies on the American Continent *) 


7 what a wealthy Addition might be made to this Treaſure, if 
proper Perſons converſing with and obſerving the Subjects of 


theſe Experiences, did judiciouſly according to Truth record 
them exattly? 7. bis might come to more in a few ſuch Y, ears, 


| than in others could have been had in a C entury. 


Nor does it lie at the arbitrary Will of any zohom the Lord 
Bas fitted for this Service, to perform it or not. It is their 


 indijpenſible Duty, as well as their great Honour, 10 do their 


very beſt init. "Tis to record the Wi _ of Chriſt and of 


- the Truth and Reality of his Grace, and to make it known in 


all Places and to declare to Poſterity the noble Works that 
the Lord did in the days of us their Fathers, ſo that one 
Generation may praiſe him to another and ſpeak of his 


might Acts. 


This Service is particularly required of the real experimental 
Chriſtian, for none elſe can truly perform it to the purpoſe. 
B Experi mental I mean, one who really experiences, that 
7s Fels in himſelf, theſe Things which conſtitute and belong 10 
a Chriſtian, from his firſt Commencement in eſſential Chri- 
Fi anity, through all the Progreſs thereof to higher Degrees in 
it. He who has none of theſe Things in him, is. not a real, 
that tis, is not really and indeed a Chriſtian; becauſe he has 
zot in him thoſe Things which eſſentially conſtitute a Chriſtian, 
Aud if nevertheleſs be profeſſes Chriſtianity, he is but a Nomi- 
zal Chriſtian. To have ſome Notion and no more, of a Real 
Thing, does not poſſeſs a Man of that J hing ; but he muſt aftu- 


ally have the Thing itſelf. And if he bas it not, but only No- 


tions of it, he cannot have experienc'd, that is, he cannot 
have telt it in himſelf, And he cannot relate to us his own 


5 thereof, becauſe he has none; nor the Experiences 


others-to the Purpoſe, becauſe he apprebends them not. 
4 {40 he apprehends them not. No Speculation, nor the 


O that the joyful Sound of the Goſpel may be heard 
ag in the Britiſb Met. Indian * 
fineft 
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pu Reaſoning upon it, can give us the Idea of an Oe of 
: 121. 50 nt have that Idea from the Senſe itſelf. The 
te blind Profeſſor of Mathematics in the Univerſity of Cam- 
| * Þ.b:idge wrote a Book on & Optics which the Learned ſay is 
goed, But none could ſay that be knew what Seeing was, 
i Aud what concerns the Exerciſe of that Senſe, is only inti- 
mately taught by the Feeling and Experience of it, without 
which no Speculation nor Reaſoning can give a juſt Idea of it. 
8 - And therefore till you have experienced and felt it, you do not 
it really underſtand it, whatever ſeemingly fine Things you may 
fay and argue about it. And therefore one Day's Experience 
does really teach it, which a whole Life of mere Speculation 
| does not. _— | Ws: 
- F bave neither Time at preſent, nor Paper here, to exem- 
 pllify this in the ſeveral Branches of Chriſtian Experience. 1 
will therefore attempt it but in one, and it is a fundamental 
and eſſential one, and «hich I ſuppoſe it iz eaſieſt to give ſome 
Notion of to the Bulk. of Mankind. It is the Love of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Let me try to illuſtrate it by 
a Thing as much of the ſame kind as Finite can be to Infinite; 
2 |; a much made uſe of and ſanftify'd in the Word of 
One may argue prettily about the Nature, the Inducements 
and Oppoſites, and the different Turns of Love and Friend- 
Hip to a particular Creature, and yet never feel any real ac- 
tual Love and Friendſhip to that Creature, and therefore with 
all his fine Reafonings be indeed a Stranger to it. And the 
Perſon ke pretends to love would ſoon teil him, that bis ſpe- 
culative pbiloſopbic Love is good 6 nothing, and that he ne- 
ver having felt and experienced this Love and Friendſhip in his 
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$ Optics. That Science which comprehends the whole 
Doctrine of Light and Colours, the Properties of Viſion 
or Seeing, and all the Appearances of viſible Objects. 
This learned Man wrote the Thoughts of Sir J/aac New- 
ton and other great Mathematicians of Viſion, and they ſaw 
but he did not: but he wrote not of Hearing, tho* he 
beard and delighted in Muſick and agreeable Sounds, 
Which he knew as well as he was ignorant of Colours. 

2 LO 5 Heart, 
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+9" Ts way READER mw 
Hart, therefore neuer had it, and did neuer really Love. 
Aud this Perſon would juſtly and reaſanably more ko: and be 
mare touched with aus Grain of Experimental Love and 
end/hip felt in the Heart, becauſe it is indeed Love, tha 
hf all 2 fine Speculations, becauſe they. are not Love at 

And the firſt intereſts their Hearts in one another and 


8 7 them together; but the laſt leaves their- Hearts as they 


were, and guite indifferent of each other. There is ſearcely 
Man or Woman who has not in ſome Degree felt this, and 
Char a Friend is as ene'g own Sogd, Deut. *. 6. but Per bas 
Eg un expreſs it.. 

Mou whatever be the 0a, it 3 our Love and Friend- 
| Ab to it that is in Queſtion ; the Caſe. is much the ſame, 
| auhen God Father, Son aud Holy Ghoſt is the Object. What- 
ever nice Speculations ou have about it, aud ſeemingly ex- 
cellent Things you ſay and write of it, yet if it be not really in 
your inward Soul a powerful active Principle of Life, you do 

nat experimentally and really love God, yeu are none of the 
Friends s of God. The infinite God with aſtoniſhing Gran cou- 
deſcends that a Believer be called his Friend, Jam. ji. 2 3. 
8 25 me next endeavour to illuſtrate by a Compar ion, that 
one. but real experimental Chriſtians, tho otherwiſe learned 
and ſmart, are duly qualify'd to write of Chriſtian Experi- 
ences... Let us ſuppoſe a Clown, excellently ſeilled in Tillage | 
and "Paſturage, who bas pajſs'd. all bis Days at bis Farm, 
and ſtudy d bis own, Buſineſs, and is a. ſenſitle rational Man. 
Tho can but efteem bim] but who would emp/oy him to write 
the Account of the Interior Part of the Government of a wiſe 
King or Commonwealth, and of the.various Reaſons of State? 
Or could you think that even Men in a much ſuperior Claſs, 
as a moſt learned mere Mathematician or Experimental na- 
tural Philoſopher were at all fit for the Taſk ? 
But this will be contemned by thoſe who in the Dulneſs of 
their fancied Wit, endeavour 10 ridicule experimental Chri- 
Fanity, *Tis no Wander that Deiſts do ſo, but it is more 
monſtrouſiy abſurd ta hear it from ſome who hp and print 
Sermons and Books for Chriſtianity, yet join roth the D-ifti- 
cal Tribe 10 deny, and, if they could, to driv- from Man- 
kind real experimental C priftianily, ard to traduce it as mere- 
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N dear Name of Chriſt is or ſhall be called upon. 


5 whimſical and "proundleſs Enthufiaſm:" If there was room 
*for it, it would be eaſy to ſbew that the Pretences of both 


theſe ſorts of Men, are as  unphiloſophical as they are irreli- 
gious, and inconfiſtent with natural Reaſon, and the juſt Ob- 


fervation of natural Things as they are with the illum Nt 


"Underſtanding and Remarks of a Believer i in our ver- bleſſed 
\ Tord Fejus Chriſt. © 


A the ſame time it wauks be as taſy to give a ate An- 
. wr to the Objettion againſt this IPark, and others of the ſame 
And, for being ſometimes (for it is not always) accom pany'd 
with terrors of Mind and bodily Diſtreſſes, and to ſhe from 
Nature and Scripture that theſe might be erpecfed more fre. 
quently to happen and in a ſtronger Manner. * Tet this if ob- 
Jelled not only by the Men of the World, but by ſome _ 


In Charity I would not wiſh to rank in ſo bad a Claſs. ' 
alas] do they preſume to confine God to one way of ning? 


8 


"or to that which their Weakneſs moſt approves of 2” 
A. this moſt gracious Work in Holland 10 fo like to that 


we have ſeen in Britain, it need noi farprize or fumble us 
to hear of ſucb Oppoſition to it, as wwe bave ſeen ambig our- 
"ſelves in Converſation, and from the Pulpit, and Preſs,” &c. 
Aud, Bleſſed be the Lord, we bave alſo ſeen him carrying on 
bis Work againſt them all; as 1 truſt in him he will do fill 


'Þoth bere and in Holland, and in every Place "where, the 


* 


In the mean time may Jeſus the Author and Pünder of 


our Faith, bl-{s for the Advancement thereof, and thereby of 
bis Kingdom, which is above all tbings, what is now preſented 
10 you, at leaſt till we pet fomethong more full and particu». 


lar, as T hope <ve Hall at length in our own Language on this 
moſt worthy Subject, 


Let God ariſe, let his Enemies bi Tagge Jet at 4 
alſo that hate him flee before him. Let the righteous be 


glad, let them rejoice before God, yea let them exceed- 
ingly rejoice. Hal. LXVIII. 1, 3. Amen. 


8 . | 
_Augatt. 1752. 
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7 7h Reverend Mr. | Eos, 7A Pint Acc 7 
of this Bleſſed Worx of GRACE, which was 
1 8996 66M Open, RR: "750... lens 


I ( 49mg 49 11 9972 20 18610 

E84 1 82 | | 
tene yool 46 | Rotem; ou 25 1 785 

n Wt e "ILY erna Bü A bi 


W BLESS che Lord, I can give you wy certain Ar- 
count of the plentiful pouring out of the Holy Spi- 
A” rit, in ſeveral Congregations in the Veluvre one of 
the Quarters of the Diitchy of Gelderland, by whoſe bleſſed | 

powerful Influences that amiable Kingdom, which con- 
ſiſſts in Righteouſneſs and Peace and Foy in tbe Holy Ghoſt, 
is remarkably advanced. Of this great Event Thad ſome - 
confuſed Notice before I went to but thought it my 
Duty to be ſilent about a Matter of ſuch vaſt Importance, 
till: J obtained full and certain Information, knowing well 
of what pernicious Conſequence, groundleſs precipitant 
Reports are in moſt Caſes, and eſpecially of this Nature. 
This Information I have had ſince my return, and now 
——4 to acknowledge and rejoice in this great Work of 
0 q 
This bleſſed Work vegen ! in a Ten called Niere terꝭ, 
about ten Engliſh Miles“ above Amersfoort, and about as 
many from Harderwic near the Head of the Ziuderzee, 

and from that Town the _ Wind of the I i 

; TE own 


7 


— 


rying on that bleſſed 


1 110 * 44 


10 2 . A Wark of Grace 


| blown over to five different Congregations, in the Villa- 


fa 


Hutten, Barnevelt, Lunteren, Nunſpeet, and Dog; 
Hef which, eſpecially in Putten the //wakening has 
been very great, and Multitudes, accord ing to che beſt 

udgment, Vrought under the bleſſed 1 of the ever- 


Affing Covenant. 


There are two en Miniſters i in the Church DS 


+ Nerat, the oldeſt 15. J. F- Roldanus; the other, who 


called there 1748, is called Gerardus Ruypers : : The 
Lord has 5. 8 Ingen both to be inſtrumenta] in car- 


count of the WO. 
I n i his Place a dead barren backſlidi 
10g e TI 1 meg 


conviction and converſion 
Werk vas Net ate; the © as was full of Infidelity, 
Carnality, - -Prafanity/ And without the Fear of God: to 
that e that it was by other Places reproached, as 


being an Hahbitation of People, who by long Proſperity 


We Far and kicked againſt the Lord, trampling upon 
his Mercies and Judgments, ſo Thar Han ſeemed to 


baxe ed his. Throne and Seat there upon Fourda- 
03K {MAb "orelrurned,. The ſmall. Remnant of the 


Godly, W 5 were in Place were daily perſecuted with 


bitter Se Scoffings ane Mockings, their righteous Souls 
were pierced and griexed with the filthy Converſation of 


the (icked, and could. only look and cry to the Lord 
Mercy, and the Return of his grieved, in- 


. departed Spirit. 
is awful won n of the Shae one thing is very 


remark ile, That: the, 
aceleſs, fearleſs People, were much ſer, upon fervent ear- 
reaching, and. loved to have their Miniſters ſpeak 


to en like N en who." were ſeriouſly and in good earneſt 


concerned about their, eternal Welfare. This Temper the 
Lord ſeems to have made uſe of as a Means to bring 


Nr. Rappers there, WhO ſeems. to have a good deal of 


that kind of Talent: He was unanimouſly choſen and re- 
ceived. with all defirable Tokens of Reſpe& by that Peo- 
es 20d. found no cuir to recommend himſelf to their 
eld ” 2 od 
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Work. Mr. 2 gives this Ac- 


nerality of that ſpiritually dead; 
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wood Opinions. This ſet ſomething like an open Door 
before him, and gave ſome kind of Probable Froſpect of 


Uſefulneſs. 
The firſt Means which the Lord was pleaſed to bleſs, 


for awakening that dead ſecure People to ſomething of Se- 


riouſneſs and Concern about eternal Things, was a public 
weekly Catechizing, ſet up with this good Deſign, that 
by this plain ſimple familiar Way of Inſtruction, ignd- 


rant People might be brought to ſome diſtinet Know- 


ledge of the Lord in his Reovteouſneſs, Holineſs, and 
Hatred of Sin, and in his Love, Grace and Mercy to the 
chiefeſt Sinners thro* Feſus Chrift, and of themſelves in 


their fallen, guilty, corrupt, miſerable State and Condi- 


tion. This Exerciſe was attended with great Succeſs ; 

many were ſtirred up to ſearch the Scriptures, and filled 
with Deſires after the ſincere milk of the word; and the 
Lord left not himſelf without a W itneſs, chat chat Work 


wired g, EIT TERED 
Another Thing which the Lord remarkably counte- 


nanced as a kind of prelude to and' preparation for the 


great Work of Grace he was about to work among that 
People, was the ſetting apart of ſome Time for a fort of 


Fellowſhip Meetings or Chriſtian Conferences, alter- 
nately in the Houſes of the few among them who ſeemed” 


7 to have any Fear of God, and particularly on the Evenings 
of the Lord's Day, after public Worſhip was over. Then 


Mr. K#ypers himſelf inquired particularly at thoſe who 
were preſent at the Meetings, what they remembred of 
the Truths delivered in Public, whether they felt any 


| Impreſſions, and what Effects were made upon their Hearts 


by the Word, and what Experience they had of : any Pro- 


greſs in the Way of the ſpiritual Life, 
Theſe Meetings both on the Lord's Day apd other 


Days of the Week, whether under the conduct and ma- 


| nagement of Mr. Koper or of the lex N Chri- | 


it. 
5 
—— 


1 ** 


. Name 3 m in Soo da to private Meet- 
ings of Chriſtian Acquaintance for Aren Conference, Pray- 


r, and other 8 Exerciſes. | 
ä 8 ſtians 


4 Accovxr f Hai Grate 
ſtians that were in the Place, were immediately much 


taſked of; many frequented them, probably at firſt out 
of 5 the Numbers increaſed gd ; Hundreds 


continue camelt i in « Pr ayer wreſtling. at 4 Throne of — 
and had no Reſt till their Eyes were fixed by Faith upon, 
the Lamb ꝙ God wha takes away the Sin of the World, and 
were brought as weary and heavy-laden Creatures, with the 
great Burden of all their Guilt, Corruption, Vileneſs and 
nworthineſs, to him'who, is the only appointed Refuge 
and Redemer to deliver from the Guilt and Power of Sin, 
and in whom alone the Soul can find Reſt. All this was 
carried on with little noiſe, ſilently as aſually i in the ordi- 
nary Work of the Conver ion of particular Perſons. The 
Number of thoſe who were in Soul- troubles increaſed, and 
the Lord made the Arrows of Conviction fharp in the 
Hearts of many; ſo that there was generally more than 
ordinary ſeriouſneſs and ſolæmnity in Hearing tho' attend- 
ed with no general Fruit, and tho* ſome. were brought 
under Convictions that Lilently iſſued in their Converiion 
to God. | 
1n this Way that uncommon B oſ the Spirit 
was uſher d in, which they looked not for; for at laſt the 
preaching of the Guſpel began to be attended with ſuch 
awful Power, that ſcveral were made to cry aloud with 
many Tears from a bitter painful Senſe of their dreadful 
Diſtreſs and Miſery. The firſt Inſtance of this kind was 
under a Sermon of Mr, Roldanus An aged Woman, in 
the moſt lamentable manner and with * the ſigus of 
Terror and Compunction, cried aloud for pity and mercy 
from the Lord, The novelty of this Event occaſioned a 
| great Commotiqn in the Congregation, and many were 
Wl much affected with Diftref; Pf Trouble, but were a little 
It calmed by the Miniſter's telling the Woman gravely and | 
1 very ſolemnly, that the Word of Salvation was yet pro- 
If ans 619-6 to her, that now even #0 WS the accepted Time, the 
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in the UNITED NETHERLANDS. *%z 
Day o 0 alvation; it was not paſt, and very earneſtly called 


upon all to ſeek the Lord while he was to be founc. 


Aſter this all continued quiet for ſome Days, till the 
16th of November, 1749, when Mr. Kuypers preached 
upon Pſalm Ixxii. 16. There fhall be an handful of Corn in 
the Earth, upon the top of the Mountains; the Fruit there. 
of ſhall. ſhake ike Lebanon, and they of the City ſball flou- 


riſh like Graſs of the Earth. The Spirit of the Lord be- 


gan to work in an aſtoniſhing Manner ; all that had paſt 
before ſeemed to have been. a Preparation for greater 
and more glorious Things; for as it plainly appeared af- 


' terwards, very many were under that Word awaken- 
ed, convinced and engaged, with the poor Prodigal, to 


give up the Huſks and Droſs of this World for the un- 
ſearchable Riches of Jeſus Chriſt : Eſpecially upon Mon- 


day the 15th, while Mr, Kaypers catechifed in the Church 


upon rg Subject of the former Day s Sermon, the ſhak ing 


of that Lebanon, (as he expreſſes it) by the blowings of the 


Holy Spirit, became aſtoniſhing! The Trouble of Con- 


ſcience and working of Affections was general. There 


was a great Lamentation, Rivers of Tears guſhed out, 
and ſeveral fell trembling and aſtoniſhed to the Earth, un- 
able to ſtand by reaſon of the Agony and Agitation of 
their Spirits, ariſing from the ſudden ſtrong Impreſſion 
made upon them of the dreadful State and crying Necels. 
ſity of their Souls, and of theſe ſeveral called out to thoſe 
about them, View in me as in a fearful Glaſs, and fee how 
bitter a Thing Sin will be at laſt, and how fearful the 
Wrath of the great and holy God! f | 

The troubled | and broken in Heart were brovghe to 
Mr. Kaypers's Houſe, who, upon converſing with them, 


ſoon diſcovered that the Holy Spirit by the Word had 
begun a Work of Conviction in them; for all their Sins 


were brought to remembrance and ſet ſtrongly before 
them: They ſaw themſelves to be the greateſt and vileſt 
Sinners, that by original and actual Sin "they were lying 
under the righteous Wrath of God: They juſtificd God 
even though. he ſhould caſt them off for. ever, and were 
full of wonder and altoniſnment that he _ long = 
Q 


at 1 Nr of a: Work g Grace 
ſe patiently bord their hotrid Provocations in their dread- 
ful unconverted State. Mr. Kuypers finding Things thus 
with them, began to concrive ſome Hope that ho Lord 
was coming near to the Congregation in a Way of rich 
Grace, put yet he ſtood aſtoniſhed, conflicting with Doubts 
and Fears, to ſee ſo many Perſons fo ſtrangely affected in 
that high meaſure and degree that all cried out with Sor- 


row, and made bitter Lamentations. © His Doubts and 


Fears had a good Effect, for they made him very careful 
and circumſpect in examining all theſe Appearances, and 
comparing them with the Lord's Word, and determined 
him to have his Eyes cuntinually to the Throne of Grace 
for Wiſdom to conduct him in this uncommon way the 
Lord was taking with that People, and Grace to bear up 
againſt the Scoffings, Re proaches and Oppoſitions he fore- 
ſa he might expect from thoſe Who are only bern of the 
Heid. And he found ſweet Reſt in the believing Conſide- 
ration of this, that the Lord who gives no account of his 
Matters, can, in his adorable Sovereignty, work in what 
way he pleaſes, and cauſe the Wind of his Spirit's Influ- 
ences to blow when, where, and on whomſoever he will. 
This made him give the whole Work over into the Lord's 
Hands, who can and will take care of the Event, eſteem- 
ing it the greateſt Honour and deareſt Privilege, if the 
Lord would employ him as a Watchman upon the Moun- 
tains of Epbraim, to cry, Ariſe ye; and let us go up to 
Zion unto the Lord our God. 

The next Day there being almoſt an univerſal Aſtoniſh- 
ment and Dejection among the Inhabitants of the Town, 
Mr. Kuypers went early in the Morning to the Houſes of 
ſuch of che awakened and diſtreſſed as were beſt known 
to him, and the Work being great, he got ſome private 
Chriſtians to go to others: They were buſy the whole 
Day, going to innumerable Houſes, and every where 
there was nothing to be heard but bitter Complaints, 
Lamentations and Cries: Miſerable Creatures that we in 
What ſhall we do to be ſaved Þ 

The following Thur/aay he preached upon 425 xvi. 30, 
. 6 were brought to a more near and vier 

r le 


z He Uxinen . Ty 
view of their true State arid: Condition; and rbe Arrows 
of the great” King maide to'ftick faſt in tbe Hearts of very 

many who had hitherto continued infenfible! ' From — 

Day the Work increaſed beyond Deſcription 3 there is ns 

painting of it 10 the Life:: ĩt asi a perfuct Commentary 

ypon the ud; of the AH. Mockers pidiculed, but Mul 
titudes were pricked at their Hearts and cried, What 
ſhall we da In many Houſes where formerly nothing was 
heard but Profanity and: carat Mirthy: and Lavgiiter; 
there was now nothing to be heard, but the. Voice of 

Weeping, Prayer and Supplication! Mr. Rappers was 

ſent for from all Corners, and his Houſe was continually 

full of ſuch as came, anxiouſly inquiring if there was 18 

relief for ſuch miferable Sinners. Next Lord's Day the 

Lord graciouſly: accompanied the Sermons of both Mini- 

ſters, with ſuch demonſtration of the Spirit and Power, 

that: many more were awakened to ſee their fearful State 
under the Curſe of the Law and Wrath of God, and the 
number of the Convinced and Diſtreſſed increaſed | ng 
and more. 

The Exerviſes of 2 ind winds eatried on with" a cot 

S meaſure of Quietneſs and Sedateneſs, who, as 

far as we may be allowed: to judgs, ate favingly converted! 


But a great Number were exerciſed: with: great bodily Dri 


ſtreſs and Diſorders, ſo that all that could be ſuid or done 
to compoſe: the Tumult, was but tro wing Oil into 4 
Flame. The Senſe they had of the danger they were in 
every Moment, was tob ſtrong, lively and piercing, not 
to have a mighty and uncommon Influence upon the 
ſtrongeſt Conſtitution.” A ſudden Surpriſe, by ſome in- 
— temporal Event, has oftentimes given a mortal 
ſhock to the human Frame: And may not a ſudden Dif. 
covery of the dreadful evil of Sin, and of the unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt's Grace, meeting as it were in one 
ſaving Conviction in the 'Conſcience of a poor awakened 
Sinner, reaſonably be ſuppoſed to produce. as great effects 
upon Mens Bodies? 
Upon the cloſeſt. Examination, it was found mnie 
| _ that. — Soul diſtreſs and trouble did not flow 
merely 


as 4 r of a Wark of Grice. 


merely from the fear of Wrath and Puniſhment, which 
alone can. produce nothing better than Eſau's Tears, A. 
Lab's F aiting, - Niniveb's Humiliation, or Judas's Repent- 
ance z, but it flowed chiefly and principally from a Senſe 
ef the Diſhonour and Provocation given to an infinitely 
Sgod, gracious God, the ruin of his Image in the Sinner, 


and its loſß of Likeneſs and: Cunfurmity to him, and U- 


nion ta Commnion with, and Enjoyment of God ! So 


that the poor Creatures would mourn over, hate and ab- 


or- their Sins and themſelves for them, was it even poſſi- 
ble that there was no Puniſhment connected with Sin. 

Many in-their greateſt Diſtreſs cried out vehemently 
us, Woes me, What a Anker, am I to ſin war is 


— x 


ptr bang to Ihe World — fo to God! 11 hoe — 
= all his, holy Laws, and never done any thing that is 


good in his Sight ! I have deſpiſed his Goſpel, trampled 


upon, the Blood: of his Chriſt, I:have wounded. my on 
e trod under Foot all my Convictions, and 
t the Houſe of my Hopes upon the Sand, and upon 
vain Imagination that I have little or no Guilt! I have 


rden called myſelf one of God's Children tho 
Ik 


new;hmmn.not!,.]{:have profanely and unworthily ſat 
lown at his Table tho I loved him not, but had an Heart 
ull of Eomitytagainſt him! Oh have ſinned againſt the 
Glory of, God, and all the great undemable: Obligations 


that can be Nid upon a rational Creature! Alas that I have 
een ſo long and ſo miſerably blinded by the Devil, the 
World and the Fleſl O — now be delivered from ; 
the cruel tyranny. of Satan and bondage of Corruption l 


01 would wiſh never more to ſerve Sin nor Satan, tho? 


there were no Hell nor Puniſnment; but O how wall 1 = 


freed from this cruel hateful. Slavery ! FP 
Im this Way there would have been more- than fifty 


Perions, in a Day, at the, Houſes of the Miniſters, ſtruck 
Wh lo err Senle of Ahe exceeding — of their 
£19197) Sins 


| ; 


Bins and dreadfulneſs of God's Wrath, that they felluptin | 
their Knees and afterwards flat upon the Earth, groaning 


and dagh) 
kened and diſtreſſed were many in Number, being ſeve- 
ral Hundreds z ſo they were of al} Characters and Ages, 


tive knowledge of Scripture Truths have been deepl: 


Hearts, and thoſe great Things revealed to them of the 
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ing out their bitter Lamentations. As the awa- 


ſome Boys and Girls from ſeven to twelve years old, ſome 
that had been virtuouſly | educated, and others that hal 
been intirely neglected and loſt in Ignorance and Wicked- 
neſs, were made to Tee the Influence of this Work: Young © 


Men and Women in the flower of their Youth and 


Strength have been made willing to fubmit to the Re- 


deemer's Scepter And old Pella of ſeventy, eighty 


and ninety Tears who ſpent all their Days in Ignorance 


of God, deep Forgetfulneſs of him and Rebellion againſt 


him, have been at the eleventh Hour ſnatched as — 
cout of the burning, and were melted into Tears at the 
thoughts of the admirable Patience of a; Redeemer, to 
bear ſo many horrid Provocations frat then, and wake | 
ſo long knocking at their Hearts for Entrance.  *# * 
Many of the more knowing and learned in the ſpeculs- 
and, 


thoroughly convinced of their great Blindneſs and 


Tance, and have had the light of the Knowledge o mY " 


Glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt ſhining into their 


Father which Fleſn and Blood cannot teach: And ſeveral 
of the more virtuous and morally honeſt have been pow. 
erfully awakened out of their dead Formality, their, fatal 


Security and Reſt upon their own imaginary- Righteouſ- 


neſs, happily diſturbed-and brought to a full Conviction, 
That all the Morality in the world will not, cannot ſave 
a Soul without Uniof to 'Feſus Chrift by the Spirit of 
Faith, Regeneration and Juſtification. 

The Awakening went on ſo powerfully all the Months 
of June and July, that ſeveral hundred Strangers who 
came from other Places were made to feel its Influence 
and pricked to the Heart. 

But I am weary writing, and therefore muſt break off, 
deſigning to give you the Continuation or Account of the 

e ,. 
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An Account of 2 Mork of Grace 
Progreſs of this great Work of Grace, ſo ſoon as you 
et me know that you have received this; and I can 4. 
ſure you that this bleſſed Work ſtill goes forward in that 
Dongregation and has ſpread through ſeveral other Con- 
gregations, and eminently in the Villages of Putten, and 
that all the Subjects of this bleſſed Work continue ſted- 
aſt 1 in the Faith and Ways of the Lord. 

By the Account I have given, and the ber Abedunt 
1 hope to give, if the State of my Health permit, you 
will clearly perceive that this Work of Grace wrought on 
the Hearts of ſo many Hundreds by the Word and Spirit 
of the Lord, is in ſubſtance the very ſame Work, which 
was ſome Tears ago carried on ſo remarkably in your 
happy Corner of the Lord's Vineyard, and agrees exact- 
Iy in all the great leading Strokes and Lineaments of it, 
with the Work of Grace, which has more or leſs: been 
carried on in all Ages of the Church of Chriſt from the Be- 
ginning, tho* perhaps with ſome variety of Circumſtances, 
which muſt reaſonably be expected whenever the Lord 


builds up Zion in an obſervable and glorious Manner, 


Which he would have to be taken notice of by the World. 
May he with whom is the reſidue of the Spirit grant us 
* Freſh and more plentiful Effuſions, till our Wilderneſs in 
all the Parts of it become a fruitful Field. | 
401 10 11 
zo Trips: ER gem the ſamie Hand to a Merchant 
in Scotland, Dated the 3d of Odober, 1750. 


Ae Reformed: Congregation of Nieuwkerk conſſſts of at 

Jeaſt two. thouſand: Souls, of whom above two thirds have 
been dr are under deep Coviction of their miſerable loſt State 
by Nature. : Beſides the Villages 1 have mentioned in another 
Letter, the Spirit of the Lord works mightily in othtr Places 
f that Country, particularly in two Villages, the one called 
ee b n . 
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The Reverend Mr. Kannzpr's Farther Account 
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of this Worx 9 


GRACE, which Was privies: 
at LONDON, | e 


ch 17 St 


Roterdam, January 5 _ 
1 — Dear Brother, 


LESSED be the Lord, that his Goſpel is not 

bound, but that his glorious Spirit works with an 
exceeding greatneſs of Power by it, in many Places of the 
Land! What high and dear Satisfaction muſt it give to 
thoſe who love our Lord Jeſus in ſincerity, to behold the 
admirable Triumphs of our dear Redeemer's Spirit and 
Grace over all the obftinate Enmity of the natural Mind, 
the Strong-holds of Satan ; andall his Wiles and Methods; 


his Depths and Deceits? How ineffably ſweet and glo- 


rious muſt that Power be, which, without doing the leaft- 


Violence to the rational Powers or any Intereſt of the ra- 


tional Nature, carries along with it the poor Creature's 


hearty Approbation of this God. becoming Method of its 


Reſtoration from the great Miſery and Ruins of that 
dreadful A poſtaſy from God and all Goodneſs, under, 
which every Man lies by Nature: Even the moſt wiſe 
and learned and prudent, who are ignorant of their ſad Con- 


dition, and think themſelves rich and increaſed in Goods, for 
no other or better Reaſon, but becayſe they ſee not their 


own wretched Ignorance, and are unaffected with their 


own ſtupid Inſenſibility. 
To ſee a Number of the Are Enemies and Ha- 


ters of the bleſſed God, transformed into ardent Lovers 


of his Majeſty, Purity, Laws, Ordinances, Providences, 
and People, and of every Fhing that bears a relation to 


him, as his! To ſee the earthly, the ſenſual, and the 
grolly wicked, poſſeſſed and governed by ſuch a high- 
prevailing, all conquering regard to the Intereſts of our 
Redeemer's Glory and ſpiritual Kingdom, as for the fake 


thereof deliberately and of choice to renounce with great 


Delight chat which all their Days uſed to be demer to 
"I them 
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: feof the yas) 1 Belkdentel arid Motti NN To 
ſee a Number of ugly Monſters of Wieltedneſb tranſ- 
formed into amiable Saints, ſhining with all the radiant 
Graces of Heaven, and ripening for Glory] 
Theſe Things muſt certainly form the moſt noble, 
beautiful, — and intereſting Profpe& Beljevers can 
readily have, till they fix their Eyes immediate! 1 
41514. the enn Cried wraps | 
The great Work. of Grace, of which I gave. you ſome 
general * not only goes PRA at Nieuwkerk, 
«nl the Villages mentioned in my laſt ; but, bleſſed be 
e God of all Grace, it ſpreads itſelf through many other 
Places, unworthy that the God of Glory ſhould . caſt a 
Look of Mercy upon them, much more that he ſhould 
pour out his Spirit upon them, and make them Kriel 
to know his Word. c 
The Word of the Lerd has free Courſe, and is ; glorified i in 
the Conviction and Converſion of great Numbers, at a 
Village called Halten in Gelderland, and at a Village cal- 
led Bleed, in the Dutchy of Fulers, and ſeveral other 
Places thro' the Country, hy inthe City of Graningen, one 
of the Seats of Learning and Philoſophy, where often 
empty Shews of Wiſdom and Learning feed the natural 
Vanity of the human Mind, alienate it more from all 
Thoughts of being an eternal Debtor to Emameel's Grace, 
and. by a proud Contempt of the Simplicity of the. Go- 
ſgwel too often harden the Hearts of poor Creatures againſt, 
all the humbling Methods of the Goſpel: Ifay at Gro- 
ningen there has been a conſiderable Awakening for ſeveral. 
Months paſt ; Hundreds have been under ſharp Cenvic- 
[fg which, it is paper. will have a gracious and. faving 
ue 
There is no room left to doubt of the Truth and Rea - 
j  lity of this oreat Work, for nor only does the pious Cha- 
xatcter of the Miniſters of the Places who atteſt it, but the 
Concurrent Teſtimony of great Numbers of the moſt un- 
| Cerſizading and Jadicious experienced Chriſtians in the 
. is Netherlands, 
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| Netherlands, ahh thought it their Duty to go and ſee,whe> | 
ther theſe Things were ſo or no, put it quite beyond all 
| reaſonable Contradiction or Doubt. I have converſed with 


many who went from this Town, and other Parts of this 
Province to Nieuwkerk;and other Places: Upon whoſe 
udgment and Integrity every one who, knows them will 
fely depend, and they all ſolemnly, and with thankful 
Hearts for ſuch an unexpected Token for good to-the Ne 


_ therlands, declare, that the Work which goes on in theſe 


happy Places, is the Lord's ordinary Work of Convic- 


tion and Converſion; and that the Methods of the Holy 


Spirit's Operations on the Hearts of Men there is the 
ſame, which they themſelves have experienced and obſer- 
ved in others, who have been brought ſavingly to the 
Lord, and it differs only in ſome Circumſtances, which 
are not eſſential to the Work, and therefore are not com- 


mon at other Times when ele& Sinnen are converted more 
ſilently, and without much Obſervation. Ln uf 


4 ſurely where a gracious merciful God carries on the 
ry ſame Work of his Grace in a more viſible, remark - 


| = and glorious Manner, with ſuch ſwift and extenſive 


Progreſs, producing ſo great and happy a Change in whole 
Cities or Villages, it ſeems reaſonable to conclude, that 
the God of Glory intends ſomething farther by ſo ſtriking 
a Diſpenſation, than barely the bringing ſuch a Number 
of Perſons into a gracious State; even to awaken a dead, 
ſecure, negligent, ſenſual and vain Generation, to attend 


to the grear Concerns, of their Souls, and of an awful E- 


ternity.— To exalt and glorify the Sovereignty, Riches, 
Power and Freedom of the bleſſed Spirit's Influences and 
Operations, ſo long and ſo grievouſly injured, provoked, 
deſpiſed and ridiculed by this backfliding Age. — To 
magnify the great Work of Regeneration, which has ſo | 


long been an Object of Mockery, and the Scorn f 
PFcols, to ſuch a Degree, that God's Children have 


been forced to conceal what the Lord has done for their 
Souls; and therefore will he place it in ſuch an affecting 
Point of View, that Men ſhall reckon it their Honour, 
tel Ornament and their Glory, to be born ot God. "To 
4. Q 
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To vindicate the Honour of the peculiar Doctrines o 
the bleſſed God, by making the deſpiſed Plainneſs and 
Simplicity thereof, his powerful Inſtrument in the Con- 
verſion and Salvation of Sinners, while he has poured the 
Contempt of Barrenneſs and Uſeleſsneſs upon all that 
vain Oſtentation of Wiſdom, Learning and Philoſophy, 
which Men have been ſubſtituting in the room of it.. 
To manifeſt the Inefficacy of Mercies and Judgments to 
reform a degenerate Age, when a ſovereign Lord with. 

draws his Spirit; and that our religious State cannot be 
fxetrieved either by Might or by Power, but only by the pour- 
m out the Spirit of the Lord To make his Work of 
Grace to be the more taken notice of, regarded and fpo- 
' ken of, and thus the more quickly to ſpread i its ſaving Pro- 
greſs! and to manifeſt his own Glory, in laying the Pride 
1 and Vain- glory of Men in the Duſt, that he Loftineſs of 
MAlen may be bowed down, and the Haugbtineſs of Men 1 
low, and that the Lord alone may be exalted in that Day! 

The Lord's Hand is very viſible, and his Work 90 
rious, in the great Numbers of Perſons of all Ages and 
Conditions, that have been awakened and ſavingly 
5 he upon; and particularly little Children, whom 
be has ſweetly allured to come to his Chriſt, and out of 
| whoſe Mouths be it perfetting Praiſe : One Inſtance of this 
Nature I muſt mention, ſo remarkable, that formerly it 
© would have been looked upon as worthy to be recorded 
and publiſhed through the whole Land. | 
This Inſtance of a Child, Eleven Years of as, who 
dame to Mr. Kyypers, and ſaid, © I have now likewiſe 
Glad Tidings to tell God's People, that I am alſo horn 
in Zion, and that the Lord Jeſus has drawn me into the 
© City of Refuge! The Lord brought me into Diſtreſs 

_ © under your Sermon upon P/almii. 12. Kiſs the Son, &c. 
and by your Sermon on Mart. iii. 12. Whoſe Fan is in 
bis Hand: He clearly ſhew'd me that I was Chaff, good 
for nothing but to be burnt; ſince which I could do no- 
thing but ſeek Jeſus in bearing, reading and praying: Ma- 

« ny have mocked and reviled me, calling me- a Hypo- 
s Fire and ſaying, J had a Devil! But O! I thought I 

« could 


U 
— 
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e could gladly bear that and much more, if J might but 
get an Interest in Chriſt, and hold on in his Ways! And 
Ol bleſſed be his Name, laſt Lord's Day under ybur 
Sermon from 1 The. v. 19. Quench not the Spirit, he 
ddiiſcovered to me my great Danger, and abſolute Need 
bd of Feſus Chriſt; and yeſterday he ſet home that Diſco. 
very ſo clearly, that my Heart was conſtrained to cry 
out, O I can 10 longer live without feet ſus and pre 
« cious Fellowſhip with him, I could neither eat, drink 
8 nor ſleep, till I got that Pearl of great Price. 
I T had been much afraid that I had not been ſorrow- 
ful enough for Sin, nor ſo broken-hearted as others, and 
that the Lord Jeſus would never receive and ſave ſuch 
a Wretch as Iam! But O! the Lord has given me to 
< believe that Feſus Chriſt is willing to receive me juſt as I 
« am, and fave me to the uttermoſt. But alas] I have 
0 dheen. hitherto unwilling, now my. whole Heart 8 W 
is, to come willingly to him! 10 
The Lord Jeſus was diſcovered to me, not to the 
« « Ey es of my Body but of my Mind, and yet as clearly 
ET) ik I had ſeen him with theſe Eyes: I ſaw him as cru. 
<. cified in his Sufferings, extinguiſhing the Fire of God's 
Wrath, and now exalted in his Kingdom, ſurrounded 
with Millions of his Saints and Angels, and crowned 
< with all Glory and Majeſty! Ol this made Jeſus unſpeak- 
© ably dear and lovely to me; and he ſaid to my Soul, Zam 
thy Salvation, Sin and Satan ſhall have no more Power 
© over thee! Hereupon N gave all my Sins over to him, 
and ſaw him bearing them away as my bleſſed Surety: 
I renounced the Covenant with Sin andSatan, I gave the 
« bn Jeſus my Heart, and truſted in him without doubt. 
J received him as my Prophet, Prieſt and King, 
* _ he is become my everlaſting Bridegroom. | 
Then theſe Scriptures came powerfully upon my 
© Heart, 1 have fought the good Fight, I have kept the 
+ Faith, and henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown of 
0 Righteouſneſs. And it ſhall be ſaid of Zion, that this Man 
and that Man was born there, and the Higheſt himſelf ſhalt 
« eſtabliſh ber. And they: ſhall go from Strength to Stranger, 
$..2ill they appear before th the 4 in Zion. * pon 
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5 No Goc is my Father, he drew me, elſe I never could 
< have come to his dear Son. Nazis Jeſus my elder Bro- 
* thor, my "lovely. Huſband, my Ning of Glory] He will 
4 
Imore inthe glorious Perſons! I have no Parents and ar 


Aus Father in Heaven. 


be in Heaven, and wiſhed for ever to be in the ſame 
Frame! O how am I dignified ? Lam now in the City o 


Refuge, I have nothing to fear; I now willingly bear all 


4 Scorn and Reproach with God's People, and deſpiſe all 
8 che Manity and Wickedneſs of the World ! I was forced 
Sto cry out, O! Iwould not change now; tho' a Man 
ud give me all the Riches of his ; Houſe for a Moment 
of this Love, I would altogether diſdain it! O Lam 
glad in ibe Lord, my Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour ! 


Mat ball Teender iu che Lord for all his Benefits to ne? 


Ot: Fan render nothing but only live to him and for 
| . him. Now the Devil has no Intereſt in me, the Lord 


eus has overcome him, the Lord may let me fall, but 


„O he will not let me fall away. O! I hope he will keep 
me from burying the Talent of Grace which he hat 
given me; and enable me to improve it for Edification'! 
© Jhave' yet Relations who muſt be converted, or periſh, 
| $ they have ſhewn memuchKindneſs,O! PH pray for them. 
Ol what a choice Privilege is it that Chr:ft has ſo earl. 
drawn me to Himfelf: Jam not yet eleven Years old, 
4:that I had been earlier converted ! O, I have now-cont!- 
_ © mnualiNecd of ſtrengthening and reviving Grace. Ol 1 
will ſeek it from Chriſt's Fulneſs under the Means! O, 
*:dleflet be the Lord that he made me diligent in ee 


non che Means! J often thought, who knows, whether T 
may not be converted under. this Sermon! I'll hold on 


„ dillithe Lord Jeſaur take me a poor blind Creature, and 
lead me in the Ways which Tknow not: O I muſt, Iwill 
© mV tell all Do's ps wand w Leni has done lo 
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ö which my Heart was ſo filled with Love and 
* Þ Joys chat I could do nothing but praiſe and give Thanks, | 


guide me and ſave me ] Now God * Portion, I bave an 
por on Barth; hut OI have a wonderful rich- and: — 
I was then ſo taken up in rejoicing, that 1 Amed to 


em e.. 
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This is an exact Accaunt of that Child, and let the wiſe 
Men and Reaſoners of this World tell us, whether: ſuch 
Sentiments and Language about unſeen eternal Things, do 
not incomparably tranſcend all that Nature, or all mere hu- 
man Inſtitution without a divine Influence, cou'd poſſibly 
beſtow. But how pleaſing ſoever this Subject is, I muſt 
delay the Continuation of it to another Opportunity, as the 
Bzarer tells me his dig muſt leave this Harbour in a ictle 
time. 231A K 

I have only time to add, That as ĩt was to be expRted 
that Satan and his Inſtruments ſhou'd oppoſe this great and 
bleſſed York of the Spirit of God, that being a Part of the 
ancient War declared betwixt the two Seeds; and carried 
on with higher or lower Degrees of Fraud and Falſhood; 
Rage and Violence in every Age; ſo it has happened here: 
ſeveral Perſons, poſſibly thro” Party- Prejudices, ate carried 
great Lengths; either denying, or artfully and wickedly 
n and ridiculing this Work of the Holy Ghoſt. 

But the Number of Witneſſes is ſo great, their Charac- 
ns for Underſtanding, Provity, and ferrous Godlinefs: fo 
uncxceptionable, and the Facts they atteſt, ſuch in their 
Nature, that they could not miſtake thro' Ignorance, be- 
ing what God's Word plainly requires to paſs upon every 
Soul that would be ſaved, what they have experienced und 
been comforted with themſelves ; and what the Awakaned 
or Comforted declare uniformly they have experienced, chat 
no Man can reaſonably refuſe his aſſent. For no Argue 
ment, no Banter, can make one doubt of the Evidences 
of his own Senſes, or what he receives as Truth upon the 
Credit of faithful Men. who have ſeen and felt thoſe bleſ- 
ſed Work ings of the Holy Spirit exactly according to the 
Mord of the Truth of the Goſpel, exerting his glorious 
Power and Grace upon the Hearts of loft Sinners, and 
cauſing them gradually and ſurpriſingly to arife from ùn- 
der the Ruins of their dreadful Apoſtaſy from God. Whoa- 
ever does upon ſuch ſure Grounds bear witneſs to the 
Grace of Chriſt beſtow'd upon the vileſt of Men, or to the 
Manifeſtation of the eternal Life that was with the Father 

in himſeif, or to poor Creatures their receiving out of Ema- 
nuel's 


26 Ay Account a Work of Grate 
nuelꝰs Fulneſs even Grace for Grace, is a Witneſs for Chriſt 
himſelf, and for the Salvation that is in and by him alone: 


And as ſuch Inſtances of the Spirit's bleſſed Operations, are 


not only for the greateſt Benefit to the happy Objects 


thereof, but alſo for the Conviction of Sinners, the Con- 1 


firmation and Edification of Saints; therefore whoever can 
give or ſpread abroad the ſure Evidences he has of the 
Truth and Reality of ſuch a Work of Grace, and does it 
not, does in Effect refuſe or at beſt neglect to be a Wit- 
neſs for Chriſt, and for the great Grace and Salvation there 
Is 1 in him for the very vileſt and chiefeſt of Sinners. 

It was a Train of ſuch Reflexions that firſt inclined my 
Heart to engage in the Buſineſs of ſpreading and defend- 
ing it, according to the Meaſure of Gifts Sovereignty has 
beſtowed upon me. 
of God in Scotland, to which the Lord has remarkably 
Siven T eftimony, are bleſſed to Multitudes 1 in theſe Pro- 
vinces and thro* Germany. 

As the Friends of the great Work of Grace at Mew 


kerk, 8c. are confirmed in their Sentiments of it, by its 


exact Reſemblance in all the great leading Lines of it, to 

the bleſſed 3 in Scotland, and tell the World ſo: There- 
fore the Oppoſers do their utmoſt to bring the Work in 
Scotland into diſcredit, or to make Men doubtful and ſuſ- 
picious about it. 


- produced any real,” valuable Fruits and Effects, and that 


it is long ſince come to nothing, and the pretended Sub- 


jects of it are worſe than before. And too great a Handle is 
given them for ſaying ſuch Things, even by ſome Minifters. 


Quis talia fando, temperet 2 Lachrymis 
I po can relate theſe things without a Trar? 


: „The Lord's People from many Parts who are * 
that theſe Things are vile Calumnies, have applied to me 
to aſſert and maintain the Credit and Honour of God's 


Truths, and this great Work of Grace. I look upon my- 


felf as called and fix d in my Station for the Defence of the 
m_ And * many others are better qualified, 
| yet 


The Narratives of the great Work 


They call it a Schiſmatical Work, an 
inconſiſtent Work; that it was all Enthuſiaſm, and never 
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yet none ever was more indebted to Jeſus Chriſt than Lam 3 
therefore it is my duty to ariſe and honour and acknow- 
ledge him in ſuch a Work of Grace as this, and to do my 
utmoſt with the glorious Bridegroom' 8 F riends't to encou- 


rage and promote it. 


The Reverend Mr. Kenxevy's LETTER on the and 
"ws 70 4 Correſpondent at London, dated 
April 14, 1752. | anne 

Honourable Sir, 
HE Subjects of the Lord's Work at Nj orient} | 

| continue ſtedfaſt in the ways of the Lord. There 
has been a bleſſed Harveſt there this Winter. Several Per- 
ſons, whoſe former Convictions had worn off, have been 
made thoroughly willing in theſe Days of Power. Op- 
poſers themſelves ſtand confounded at the univerſal exter- 
nal Reformation of that Town, which is become an Exam- 
ple of every thing that is lovely and praiſe-worthy to all 
about them. And indeed if what any-ſhall pretend to be 

Converſion, does not make mens Spirits and Lives better, 

and them better in all Relations, it muſt be good for nothing. 
But the Lord works now by his Spirit, in ſeveral other 

places of this Land, in ſo Godlike a manner, and ſo ſuita- 
ble to the Word of Grace he has ſpoken, that Men muſt 
be obſtinately blind, who do not ſee him working on the | 
right-hand and on the left. 

| i Groeningen there have for a long time been great 

Awakenings, attended in many with affecting bodily Di- 
ſtreſſes; of whom the moſt have not afforded ſuch good 

Grounds to conclude well of them, as they have done 

whoſe Convictions have not been attended with ſuch bo- 

dily Diſtreſſes: But I am ſufficiently informed that in the 
neighbouring Country and Villages, the Awakening of 
ſecure Sinners greatly increaſes, and that their Convictions 

are attended with few or no bodily Diſtreſſes, and produce 
kindly deſirable Fruits, 
Such Awakenings have been going forward at Werken- 
on (a Village a little below Gorcum on the other ſide of 
BB | the 
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the Maes, for above a Year, and a goodly number, accords 
ing to the beſt Judgment that can be formed of ons; are 
joined to the Lord. c 
But now a general "INTE to get an Intereſs in Chrit, 
and deliverance from the whole evil of Sin and all! Wrath, 
has ſeized the Inhabitants of four large Villages berwixt 
Dort and Gorcum, namely, Perpendrecht, Shydrecht, Greſ⸗ 
findam, and Hardinxveldt, tormerly noted for great igno- 
rance and deep Security. The Awakened are almoſt in- 
numerable ! Many are ſeized with violent Convulſions 
and otheraficCting bodily Diſtreſſes; of the Cauſes of which 
ſome give no ſatisfactory Account, but many give fo good 
an account as delights the moſt intelligent Chriſtians, and 
confounds the mere Philoſophers, the proud Diſputers of 
this World. Sometimes the Awakenings are ſo awful, that 


the Miniſters are obliged to ſtop for a conſiderable time, 


and many mult be carcied out of the Churches for a while. 

They who were firſt awakened, make remarkable pro- 
greſs i in the knowledge of the things of God. They who 
know moſt of the ways and workings of the Spirit of Grace, 


are amazed to hear ſuch poor creatures talking ſo ſweetly, 


according to God's Word, about the way of Salvation and 
Grace. Some young ones about thirteen or fourteen Years 
of Age, . ſuch clear diſtin Accounts of their cloſing 
with Chrift, as aſtonith the moſt experienced Chriſtians : 
Their Language reſembles that of thoſe who have been 
many years walking cloſely and ſweetly with the Lord, 
This Work is likcwiſe begun in the City of Gorcum with- 
in theſe few weeks; and alſo at Worcum over- againſt Gor- 
cum, the Lord works mightily! It alfo fpreads ſurpriſingly 
over other places, particularly in Nocrdbeveland? one of the 


Iſlands of Zealand in a Village called Wiſckerł, where there 


are even now above two hundred and fifty perſons under 
ſharp Awakenings or Convittions of their Sin and Miſery, and 
as yet without affecting boviiy Diſtreſſes. 
Thus I have given yau, as in the Sight of the Searcher 
and Judge of all Hearts, tho' a general, yet a true and juſt 
Account of things on this ſide the Water, without repre- 


* 5 chem either better or worle than they are, and to 


* 


April 14, 1752. 


two Hours is /ix Engliſh Miles. 
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repreſent them otherwiſe would be both exceedingly wicked 
and vain. I hope the Lord Emanuel is taking to himſelf 
his great Power, and deſigns to reign now ETON. as 


mong a willing People over many Lands. 
1 muſt break off writing, but never from being. 


| Honourable Sir, 


Roterdam, Your moſt affectionate and 
*moſe obedient Humble Servant, 


Hun KENNEDY. 


The Reverend Mr. KenNevy's LETTER on the [ame 


Subject, and to the ſame Perſon, dated July 4, 
"33 
| Honourable Sir, 


THE Lord's Work goes forward in the Villages 4 
long the Maes where it was firſt begun, and ſpreads 
over ſeveral other places, particularly at Pernis a Village on 


the other ſide the Maes over-againſt Schiedam and about two 


Hours * Walking from this place. There are very many 


under deep Convictions of their being guilty before God, 


and that his Wrath abideth on them; and ſeveral Perſons are 
brought to ſweet Reſt by believing i in the Lord Jeſus, which 
1s certainly the only way the Bible > knows any thing about, 
by which toſſed troubled Souls can enter into Reſt. The 


ſame Work is begun in a Village, in that neighbourhood, 


Hoogvliet. Many in all theſe places where the Lord has 
render'd his holy Word quick and powerful upon blind, 
dead, guiity, polluted, ſecure, hardened rebellious Hearts, 


are now as evidently become children of the light and of the 
de as they were lately ungodly and children of darkneſs and 


* This is the ordinary way of expreſſ ng the diſtance of 
Places in the United Netherlands, An Hour's Walk, is 
there reckoned to be about three Engliſh Miles; therefore 


| wrath, 


At Accounm of 1 @ Work. of Grace 


Fa: 


wrath, The fact is beyond all reaſonable contradiction, or 


doubt, that a mighty Change, and that Change mightily 
15 the advantage, is produced in theſe Villages, by the 
ork which is now going forward among them. 
There is not one ſerious Chriſtian who has viſited theſe 
places (and thouſands have done it) but is firmly perſuaded 


that it is a great Work of God. The only perſons who doubt 


of it, (or rather who take it for granted, without doubt- 
ing at all, that it is no Work of Grace) are that ſort of 
Profeſſors of Chriſt's Name, who can give no other Ac- 
count of their Chriſtianity, than that they were baptiſed, 
trained up in ſome general acquaintance with the Book 
they call the Bible, and upon being taught to pronounce 
certain Forms of Words, have been allowed to eat and 


drink at Chriſt's Table. In a word, all ſuch as are ſatis- 
fied with a mere blind unenlivened Profeſſion, but in all 


other reſpects do as Jews, Pagans and Mahometans, and 
the reſt of the natural World do, oppoſe this Work. 

Nor can it be otherwiſe, ſince if any thing like the Sub- 
ſtance of this Work, (which is a Conviction of Sin and 


Miſery, a Diſcovery of all Fulneſs in Chrift for complete 


Relief and Salvation, a venturing the Soul upon him by 
1 and thereupon a Change of the whole Heart and 
Le, earneſt Deſires and Endeavours to reſemble the ho- 
ly Jeſus in Spirit and Life.) It any thing, I fay, like this 
be neceſſary to the Being of a Chriſtian, theſe People 
mult certainly give up ali Pretences to it, and own they 
nave been arrant cheats, that is Hypocrites hitherto. This 
is ſo contrary to the proud natural Heart full of Enmity 
againſt God, that nothing but the Power of that Grace 
which theſe Men ridicule in others, can bring them to 
this Self-denial, which is the: very firſt Step in Chri- 

ſtianity. 

But all they who are eee that we are not born 
Chriſtians, in the ſame way as we are born Engliſhmen or 
Dutchmen, but muſt be made Chriſtians by an exceeding, 
greatneſs of power; and that to make children of wrath 
lying under the curſe of God to be Chriſtians, hey muſt 
be "oy again of the * made new Creatures, and Parta- 

. 


Ag 


0 — F oY 


—_— r 


in the UNITED: NETHERLANDS. 34 
kers of a Divine Nature, be juſtified freely by the Grace of 
God thro* the Redemption that is in Chriſt, and be planted ins 

to the likeneſs of ChriſPs Death, and in the likeneſs of his Re- 

ſurrection, and have the ſame Mind in them-that was in 
Cbriſt, and be in the World as be was in the World; all 
thefe People are perſuaded that this Work is a great 
Mort of God, and bleſs him for it. They have expe- 
rienced the fame things (abating a few external nbn- 

eſſential Circumſtances) in themſelves, and muſt there- 
fore part with their own Chriſtianity or approve of this 
Work. One need not heſitate to which of theſe two 
Characters is to be paid the greateſt regard in a diſpute 
of this nature, where the one teſtify what they know, 
and have ſeen and felt and taſted and handled of the 
Word of Life; while the other talk in the Clouds about 
things which they can no more judge of than Men born 
blind can judge of Colours 1 


The bodily Diſtreſſes, namely, Outcries, Faintings and 
convulſive Motions in many, with which this Work is 
attended, are in vain objected againſt. The Objection 
has been again and again anſwered in all its Shapes, beyond 
all poſſibility of a fair, a ſenſible or even a plauſible 1 
ply: The only thing worthy of Enquiry is, Mpetber d 
real ſaving Change be wrought upon the hearts and lives of 
many ſtout-hearted Sinners in theſe Places? They who 
doubt of this fact, ſhould rationally diſprove the Evi 
dences upon which it reſts. This they cannot do, ani 
therefore raiſe a loud out-cry, every whit as much to the 
purpoſe as if they bellowed out, Great is Diana of 704 
Epheſians. N Oy 1 6. 
There are ſeveral Circumſtances which have uniformly 
attended this Work in all places, and which tend much to 
confirm the Lord's People in their good opinion of it, and 
thankfulneſs for it: As Firſt, A brutal Ignorancèe of God and 
Bis Word reign'd in theſe places remarkably beyond other 
places of the Land; but now ſince he Day-ſpring from on 
Digb hath viſited them, they grow remarkably in valuable 
knowledge. Secondly, They were generally infamous fo 
their Brutality differing little from Hottentots, wallowit 
R in 


n en 
— — — — 
by — 


- x 21 „„ 
—— —— — 


* ay 2 * - 
* Cort 2 —_ _ . - 
— — os 


—— — — — 
>1 — — 
— 


* e * — — — x 283 02 2 — = 
** rn AR OT . TT Oo. "ITS 7 RT" 2 5 
+ 224. 2 . — 2 4 6 . — * 8 = "oO EY N * 
r · Vw ˙ Moe ing” = i aro o 
— — — 6s 2 — Z INOS. — 5 — 2 — — N — _ 
0 a - — p — ” : OR — 
5 . CD RE 44 — — _ —ͤ—ü— — 1 > £ 1 — 
2 J ks ; - 0 2 — yon on 5 r 12 : 
* Io In DD = 2 22 r u 47 9 > * AT 2 r — ag" — 


— « * — * 

—— * N 1 —— 
I hren ene 
; — — 

CT — —— hy. 

VA 5 * nnn 


＋ — x ——— — — 
4 y . — 
n eas +> S907 cats C — — —— _ 7 yy — 
0 96 r —— — * 88 
1 s * — ä — * * = * * Fon - - 1 — ” * 
2 ea 8 —2— ds Wr * * FA a ARS 
F S r FE SACK A de 4 — — Goda, — — 
» —— — — — — 2 — : > —— — — — — — — a — mY _ — — — 2 
— 
— 7 * — 0%. . pv IDs Parr nm —— SPO> Ars — a ao. —— — — „ 
% 


WY 


52 An AccounT ꝙ a Work of Grate 
in all kinds of Immorality ; but now they are become a ſo- 
er diſcreet moral People at leaſt, the Enemies of the Work 
ahkmſeives being Judges. Third), They had generally 
an obſtinate averſion to the Lord's. Day and Ordinances. The 
Churches were empty, nothing could prevail with them to 
attend the means of grace, to that degree that ſeveral grown 
Perſons in years had never been in a Church after their Bap- 
tiſm;ʒ but now they have ſuch fervent Deſires after God's 
Word, and the Habitation of his Houſe, that nothing can 
divert, them from the Opportunities of waiting on the 
Word; the Cry being now, Ven ſhall we come and appear 
before him 2 Fourthly, Formerly they had the moſt bitter 
Averſion to all who had the appearance of ſerious Perſons; 
now they have a dear Affection to all who appear to be the 
Lord's People: All their Delight is in the excellent Saints of 
God. Fifthly, No inſtance has ever been known, of any 
who upon good grounds was eſteemed to be a gracious 
perſon, and who has been brought under ſuch Con vic- 
tions, Terrors and bodily Affections, but who in being 
brought to Chrift experienced quite other Impreſſions of a 
more agreeable nature : And if this Work be from any 
other Cauſe than the Spirit of God, it is quite incxplicable,, 
that it. does not yet take place in all indiſcriminately. 
__ Laſth,. None who are brought to reft by believing Views 
"of the unſearchable Riches of the Grace of God in Chriſt, 


are any more ſubject to violent bodily Diſtreſſes : This is 
| likewiſe a curious Phenomenon; upon which a Diſputer of 
this World may daſh out: his Brains without ſolving it. 


In a word the Subjects of this Work are made another 


ſort of People than ever they were before: And their Con- 
duct is directly oppoſite to what it was formerly and is in 


all reſpects better: They who don't think that the Spirit 


of God is truly the Cauſe of this happy Change, ought to. 


tell us fairly, ſoberly and rationally, what other Cauſe is 
proportionable to ſuch bleſſed Effects, which in their na- 


ture and tendency are ſo benign and happy to human Society, 


as well as to he bleſſed Subjects of the Work. 

1 ſhould now tell you of the new Shape in which the 

Oppoſition Var to appear againſt _ Work, but as the 
Caprain 


— 
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Captain of the Ship ſends me word, that he will fail about 
an hour hence, I can only add, that I ſhall do it ſoon. 
And in the mean time to fulfil my Promiſe, I have ſent _ 
you my ſecond Defence againſt V-D-H together with 
five Manuſcript Sermons upon ſome important Subjects. 
That upon 1 Sam. xii. 24, 25. was, as you'll ſee, preach- 
ed upon the Prince of Orange's Advancement. That Ser- 
mon, together with thoſe upon Mat. xxi. 28. Rom. viii. 1. 
and Philip. i. 27. and one upon 1 Cor. i. 22, 23. (preach'd 
when I was Moderator of the Synod of Merſe and Teviotdale, 
and printed at Edinburgh near twenty Years ago). were 
tranſlated into Dutch, and publiſh'd with a Preface and 
Dedication to the Prince and Princeſs of Orange. You'll 
eaſily ſee that my Deſign is to bear witneſs to the great 
doctrines of Grace, and to place thoſe important Truths 
in a ſtriking Light, that are now ſeldom met with but 
in Creeds and Confeſſions; and thus, as much as in me 
lies, to help to ſtop the courſe of that Defe&#7on that 
is going forward from the Grace of the Goſpel to a Co- 
venant of Works in a new Shape. 5 | 
If any Bookſeller thinks he can print theſe and more of 
the ſame kind, with advantage to the Cauſe of the Go- 

ſpel and to himſelf, I ſhall be well fatisfy'd: If not, 
pleaſe to return them to me, by the firſt Sloop for Ro- 
terdam, after you have peruſed them: for they are of. 
ſome Importance to me. I have likewiſe a Treatiſe of 
Faith in the ſame Spirit and Way. | | 
Forgive this Freedom ] venture to uſe with you, and 
allow me the honour to be, | pO dk, „ 


Honourable Sir, 1 
Your moſt affettionate and moſt. 
obedient Humble Servant, 


Hugh Kennedy. 
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